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lost a man, and was further supported by a strong body
of English allies.   But Dupleix by no means despaired,
and, although for the present he was unable to use open
force, he arranged his plans with so much skill that
ultimately he proved  successful.   Dupleix's  first   act
was to send ambassadors to Nasir Jung's camp, osten-
sibly to obtain lenient terms for Muzaffer Jung and
Chanda Saheb, but in reality to gain time and also to enter
into closer conspiracy with  the  dissatisfied  Nawabs.
After eight days these ambassadors returned, and the plot
was now approaching completion.   This plot was further
aided by Nasir Jung's own conduct.    He first of all fell
out with Major Lawrence by making delays in the ap-
pointment of Mahomed Ali as Nawab of the Carnatic,
so that, in disgust, Major Lawrence retired with his force
to Fort St. David about 50 miles distant.   At the same
time, Nasir Jung, considering the campaign to be prac-
tically over, retired with the whole of the army to Arcot,
where he himself remained whilst he  sent back  the
greater part of his army and two of his generals to Hyder-
abad.   This was an opportunity which Dupleix was not
slow to seize.   He resolved to attempt a daring enter-
prise, which if successful would establish the  French
name over the whole Carnatic.   Nasir Jung was at Arcot
enjoying himself with hunting and other amusements.
Mahomed Ali and the English force was further south
and were fully occupied by the army of Chanda Saheb,
and so he resolved to attack the so-called impregnable
fort of Gingee.   A small force of 250 Europeans and
4,200 sepoys was sent out under the command of M.
Bussy, who was afterwards to become so celebrated in
*  Hyderabad itself.   This small force did not attempt a
regular siege, but simply carried the place by storm at
Bight supported by only four guns.   The defenders,